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Criminologists Use of the Crime Mapping Tool
A criminologist’s job title requires the candidate to analyze data in the determination of why a crime was committed and to investigate new ways of predicting, deterring and prevention of further criminal behavior. They achieve these roles either on crime scenes, laboratories, or offices. The crime mapping tool comes in handy to enable them to complete their primary and secondary objectives. The crime mapping tool incorporates data according to geographical locations systems aiding in visualization, analysis, and mapping of the data presented. 
The crime mapping tool is crucial in the identification of crime hotspots and consistent transient patterns. This information proves credible when overlaid with other data sets inclusive of the census, demographics, locations of pawn shops, and popular and probable targets, to determine the underlying causes and motivations. This data is significant to law enforcement executives in devising schemes to address the problems. The data is also vital in law enforcement activities inclusive of allocation of police officers and emergency response. Criminologist use of crime mapping proves useful in the Compstat approach (Bond & Braga, 2015). The data and information contain assists law enforcement management in making better decisions, target resources, tactical analysis and formulation of strategies. Crime forecasting and geographical profiling data obtained from Compstat improves effective policing and is fundamental in holding police chiefs accountable for performance in the jurisdictions. 
Crime mapping is generating statistics of the rates of incarceration and recidivism thus aiding in targeted approaches of resources and programs to reduce these rates. The underlying theories of behaviors are also critical in the determination of spatial behavior of criminals, routine activity theory, and rational choice theory (Bruinsma & Weisburd, 2014). 
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